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Do we need them?
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age fotostock
– age fotostock is alfonso gutiérrez escera

– I was a chemist involved in photographic 
processing 

– I have been in photography since I was 13

– And 42 years, 6 months and 3 days of my 
life licensing images

– I computerized age fotostock in 1979

– We started digitalizing images in 1994

– age fotostock had the first website in 1997



04/06/2015 age fotostock 5

Identifiers



04/06/2015 age fotostock 6

Identifiers

THP Photo & Video Services

 Stands for Technological Hosting Platform

 THP delivers images to agencies’ clients,

 THP manages IT infrastructure, 
software development, security, service 
levels and IT governance, 

 THP allows stock agencies to focus on 
their core business: selling pictures
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THP usage volume, agencies:

– The THP system is now integrated in the
websites of more than 50 agencies world wide

– And more than 30 others are using it as an 
images storage and licensing clearance system

– The total number of images in the system today 
is 38.593.405
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THP usage volume, providers:

– We receive images from 449 photo collections
and several thousand photographers

– In 2015, we are receiving an average of 932.804 
new images a month

– Now we are uploading  and additional 18,8 million 
images from two new providers
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Identifier, 

a name that identifies either a 
unique object or a unique class of 
objects, where the "object" in our 
case are images, video clips, 
vectors, illustrations…

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Name
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In age fotostock our identifier, designed in 
1979, had this format,

“N-ANN-10digits-NN”

When digital came along, we adapted it to

“ANN-10digits”
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ANN-10digits

 ANN =  

identifies provider or photographer

 10digits = 

provider code or a sequential number
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ANN-10digits

The image identifier isessential
to report licenses to
photographers and providers
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ANN-10digits

The image identifier is essential
to see the sales history of every
image
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ANN-10digits

The image identifier is essential
to see the sales restrictions that
an image may have, as well as 
where and why it is restricted
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 The only industry that has not been 
capable of generating a Universal 
Standard Identifier for images is ours

– The same image can carry multiple identifiers, in 
fact, one for every agency that distributes it

– Exact same images are being offered on 
different licensing terms, eg. RM and RF at the 
same time  
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Our industry needs to define standards

• Unique identifiers will facilitate: 

• Better image traceability
• to verify the history, location, or application of an image by 

means of recorded identification

• Licensing standards

• Semantic interoperability 
• using a common information exchange reference model

• Expedite rights licensing process

• Will improve control over rights clearance
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Many thanks


