
The history of Photo Metadata

in NTB scanpix
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20 million images



“When we started our database-project in 1995, 
we were of course starting to design the database 
from the IPTC standard. In addition we added fields 
where the content should be controlled, that is: 
values should be taken from a list of distinct value.” 

Steinar Bakken
Master in librarianship , retrieval and computing
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Traditional library retrieval on cards and paper 
(controlled vocabularies, subject-indexing based on 
thesaurus) had some good point which one should 
bring into a computer based system.  



Photo Metadata in an editorial world

• 1,7 million images   

• 6000 videos

• 2,2 persons are deep-indexing 123 000 images every 
year

• «Internal» and «external» ROI 
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In a visual digital tsunami  -
What is valuable aspects to our customers?

Photo: Science Photo Library

accessibility

predictable 
costs

one stop 
shoppingsave time



Converting from by the piece sales to subscriptions
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Photo Metadata in an editorial world

• Subject_heading (Thesaurus – 3000 keywords, 3000 synonyms)
• Persons (people visible in the image, not just named in the text)
• Proper_names (e.g name of a political party, organization etc)
• Set_field (event vocabulary)
• Geo_thesaurus
• Special_instruction (e.g. model released)
• Physical_location (in the historical archives)
• Caption
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“With us the images are sent straight from the 
photographer to the archive and we know that 
there is a lot of “lost” images. We find spelling 

errors all the time.”

Picture desk, norwegian newspaper
May 28th 2015
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Mette-Marit; Crown Princess

Falun, Sweden 20150228. FIS Nordic 
World Ski Championships 2015 Falun. 
Norway's Crown Princess Mette-Marit 
points her finger. 
Photo: Terje Bendiksby / NTB scanpix



Persons
• Persons=mette-marit; crown princess

From 37 500 images to 25 000
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Persons
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Subject heading
The crown princess and the 25 000 images
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evening dress=1772
shoes=390

diadem=198

family=3730

love=177

travel abroad=5394Cell phone=44

portrait=1880

politicians=600

happy=4124

conferences=1221

alone=3255

cars=144
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Proper names
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May 1945: A NTB journalist with a 
copy of a flyer from the Norwegian 
Resistansen Movement. The text 
reads: «Norway is free again».

Photo: NTB scanpix

Proper names= NTB



Event vocabulary
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Terror in Oslo – July 22th 2011 
Terror at Utøya – July 22th 2011
Terror in Oslo and Utøya – July 22th 2011 – reactions and consequences  
Terror in Oslo and Utøya – July 22th 2011 - trial 
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Event vocabulary

Football Premier League 2015
Football Premier League 2015 – Man with football



National editorial event vocabulary
NRK (Norwegian Broadcasting), NTB, TV2, Schibsted/VG, National Library
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We're in the initial stages of planning an event vocabulary. We'd 
like to give readers access to the full scope of coverage – whether 
chronologically, from the initial event that precipitated the story 
to the ongoing coverage of how it unfolds over time in a story. 

Kristy Reilly – New York Times

"As a broadcaster, who is transforming from traditional 
broadcast technology toward a standardized IT 
infrastructure, TV 2 need the facilities to structure and 
manage its existing metadata as well as harvesting new types 
of viewer and subscriber behavior metadata. This would help 
TV 2 to know which content to acquire, when to acquire it and 
where to place the acquired content.“  

Kjell Ove Skarsbø, Lead Architect, Technology, TV2
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New web: A search for crown princess Mette Marit 

(Thesaurus)
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New web: A search for crown princess Mette Marit 



Geographic thesaurus
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Search for London= 1,3 million images Geo_tes: 450 images



Our partner agencies …. some of them
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Utilizing third parties metadata
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Timeline 

What is valuable aspects to our customers?

Fashion 1920 - 1929



Thank you 

25Photo: Berit Roald / NTB scanpix


