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Issue and Goals

• The issue: primarily professional photographers 
complained that their metadata embedded into an image 
file “disappear” if shared across a Social Media system
… and they approach IPTC as standard maker 
- why this happens
- how this can be stopped

• The goal:
To show exactly what happens in a typical Social Media 
communication workflow
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The Test

IPTC Photo Metadata Working Group set up this test
• Steps in a typical workflow: 

– upload an image (file) to the social media system
– check what metadata is displayed there
– download/save-as 

and check what metadata exist in this image file.
• Define a test procedure for that and well-document the 

result – test should be as unbiased as possible
• Publish the test with a simple traffic light rating of the 

results
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What was Tested

• IPTC Social Media Photo Metadata Test 2013
15 Social Media systems tested – big/major generic 
ones (Facebook, Google+, Tumblr, Twitter) plus ones 
known for photo exchange (Instagram, Flickr, 500px) 
and generic data exchange (Dropbox)

• IPTC Social Media Photo Metadata Test 2016
* The same mix of tested system – some of 2013 
dropped out (Flickr Pro, via.me, Yfrog), some were new 
(Behance, EyeEm, LinkedIn)

Results published on 19 January 2016 and compared to 
2013
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After the Results

• About 30 organisations, primarily trade association of 
photographers, contacted and made aware of the results

• Only a few responded
• Some – more private – contacts said: 

– many amateur photographers don’t care about such a test as 
they don’t care about copyright

– many professional photographers have given up and share only 
pictures with a) watermarks and/or b) of low business value.

– people from Social Media admitted: our engineers don’t know 
much about metadata, they focus on perfect pixels.
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Wrap Up

You can find: 
All results at 

http://www.embeddedmetadata.org/testresults
The Embedded Metadata Manifesto at

http://embeddedmetadata.org
More about IPTC Photo Metadata at

www.iptc.org/photometadata
This presentation at

www.phmdc.org (next week)
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